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Paul Blomfield

After serving for so long, Paul Blomfield resigned as Chairman earlier this year. As much a fixture in the Society as the buildings he worked so hard to conserve, Paul’s presence at Committee meetings will be much missed. But we are sure that he will continue to make a valuable contribution to the Society into the future. We are sure that all Members would like to add to our many heartfelt thanks to Paul and our best wishes.
Jenny Lee
Jenny stood down as the Membership & Publicity Secretary earlier this year after countless years of unstinting work on behalf of the Society. We would like to thank her very much for her extremely valuable contribution to the Society and we are sure that she will be as firm a fixture at upcoming events as she has been in the past. We wish her all the best in her well-deserved ‘retirement’. Her replacement Andy Stuart would like also like to thank her for her forbearance in the hand-over period.
David Wright

Sadly, David Wright died on 6 August. He was the Society’s Honorary Secretary from 2007 until his resignation last year due to ill health. He was always thoughtful, constructive and modest. The Society is grateful for all his quiet contribution to Rye.
Planning Matters
The Government’s much-heralded Localism Bill is proceeding through Parliament and has just finished the committee stage in the House of Lords. Depending on how much ‘ping pong’ there is between the Houses on various amendments, the bill is expected to be passed by the end of the year. In principle the new legislation should give greater opportunities for local views to be heard. However, there are a number of serious concerns on the processes which have been proposed.

One of these relates to Section 124 of the bill which deals with local financial considerations having to be taken into account when determining applications. Planners are used to Section 106 agreements in current legislation which deal with the same issue but, until now, these have always been related to planning gains which are acceptable in planning terms. The new bill, however, does not relate it to these and there is a danger that unacceptable schemes will be passed simply because they have been ‘bought’. This is totally unacceptable and will undermine the planning system. There is sufficient opposition, including cross-party, such that this may, hopefully, be thrown out.

Another main area of concern is regarding neighbourhood plans. Whilst in principle this is a positive aspect of the new bill, the actual terms are extremely complex such that even hardened professionals are finding it difficult to unravel the web of complicated wording and amendments. The danger is the system will be unworkable.
In parallel with the progress on the bill, the Government has very recently issued the first version of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Again in principle this could be a helpful document as it draws together all the top-level Government guidance on planning and requires all neighbourhood and local development plans to be in conformity with it. Government has stressed the need for Local Development Frameworks (LDF) to be completed by local authorities as soon as possible and we await Rother issuing its response. However, it appears that the Government’s growth agenda could mean the setting aside of any local or neighbourhood plans in favour of economic growth. This would strip the LDF of much of its power.

Planning Liaison
As well as endeavouring to free the town from sundry unsightly advertisements and clutter, we have also been actively lobbying for improvements in the infrastructure - in particular the unacceptable state of our listed cobbles, as well as the confusing, and clearly misleading, road signage within the approach to Landgate and the Town Centre.

First, with regard to the cobbles, we have been fortunate in receiving an offer from a member of the Society volunteering his services to the Local Authorities as a cobble-layer, ready to act immediately a potential problem occurs. The Authorities' resources are such that it is normally some weeks before a 'temporary' repair is done (by filling with tarmac) and often some months or even years before they return to complete the work, unsatisfactorily. The state of the south end of West Street is a testament to neglect, resulting in not just unsightliness, but also a possible hazard. Our bid to introduce 'localism' in addressing the problem has had an initial favourable response from the County's Chief Executive, and we have recently met ESCC’s Maintenance Manager who, encouragingly, was co-operative. We now have to solve problems of insurance, traffic management and health and safety whilst work proceeds, and we are working towards resolutions which will be acceptable to the County and ourselves.

Secondly, the road signage between Station Approach and Landgate is confusing, and results in HGV drivers, having ignored previous signs, arriving at the top of Tower Street with no option but to turn right under the Arch, which suffers accordingly. This is due to there being a legal width limit along Landgate, but only an advisory caution against turning right to the Town Centre under the Arch. We are pressing for this anomaly to be addressed, and are currently negotiating with County to this end. Our initial achievement is to obtain their agreement to change the sign at the Station Approach/Cinque Ports Street junction, which currently shows a picture of an HGV pointing left towards the restricted Town Centre, instead of right towards the recommended route!

Finally, we are still in negotiation with Rother concerning the bland and oversized fascia board over the new library. The Council has cited planning legislation which we have refuted, and we await their response.
Society to work with Rye College
Among the visitors to our recent event Rye in the Modern World was Ann Cockerham, head of Rye College. She liked the exhibition so much that discussions have since taken place about using some of the display panels as a teaching tool for students at the College. The plan is for the school to select a group of students who might be interested to learn about modern design in a historical environment, conservation, sustainability and craftsmanship. We hope that this will be the start of a partnership between Rye College and the Society.

Townscape Award 2011
The Society looks for examples of good conservation and also good modern design in the town and recognises them by giving those responsible a Townscape Award. We are seeking nominations for building work and restoration this year that you believe conserves and enhances Rye for future generations to enjoy. Please write to Judith O’Connor at the address on the bottom of the back page or email with your nomination and brief notes on why you believe it is worthy of an Award.
Last year (2010) the Award went to Rye Art Gallery, which has since also been awarded one of Sussex Heritage Trust’s Public and Community Architecture Awards.
Sussex Heritage Trust Awards

The Chairman of the Society’s Planning Committee, Andrew Blyth, recently received an Award from the Sussex Heritage Trust.  It was the Trust’s Public and Community Architecture Award for 2011 and was for the extensions and refurbishment of the Rye Art Gallery.   The “One Gallery” 

project links the two Listed Building parts to the existing gallery with new modern gallery space.

Contractors: Simon Parsons, Rye

Architectural Technologist: Doug Rigby, Udimore 

The Trust’s Highly Commended Building Craft Award was given to Kevin Hughes for the complete restoration of the west window of St Mary’s Church, Rye, including the removal and reinstatement of an important stained glass window.

“This window is an important feature of Rye Church. The work has been meticulously carried out by the Stonemason and the Glazier John Corley”   

The project was nominated by the Rye Conservation Society.

Countdown to Ruby Anniversary
Next year marks the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Rye Conservation Society, with the official date of establishment 13 October 1972. While this seems quite a long way off, the Committee is starting to look at ways to mark this important date.
In the first instance, we would love to hear from our Members with any suggestions they might have. We would also like to hear your memories of the Society. For example, how it started – was there a particular event that encouraged individuals who cared about Rye and its fabric to form a society? Do you have memories of any campaigns or issues that stand out over the years? Recollections of great characters – both Committee and Members - would be of great interest. What do you think has been Sir Donald Sinden’s best ever joke at Society events? The Secretary, Judith O’Connor, would be delighted to receive your recollections – her contact details are at the bottom of the back page.
President’s Honour
In July, Sir Donald Sinden was awarded an honorary Doctor of Arts degree by the University of Kent at a ceremony in Canterbury Cathedral.
The Society’s President, who was on great form, said of his award: “I thought they were joking. It is very flattering. I am suddenly to be made a doctor. I thought they were going to say ‘he’s going to be doctored’, not quite the same thing.”
Forthcoming Events
The Society has two events for you to put in your diary
Next visit 18 October 2011 two modern buildings: Pines Calyx and a talk on sustainability and guided tour of the gardens and Turner Contemporary and a chance to see Rodin’s The Kiss (at Margate from 4 October).

Please see the accompanying leaflet.

Priority will be given to Rye Conservation Society members.

Secondly, the Society will be holding its annual gathering in Rye Town Hall on Friday 9 December from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm. All are welcome.
Membership
We are delighted to welcome as new members Mr C Chizlett, Mr R Brigden and Mr & Mrs S Redmond. We look forward to seeing them at future events.
Visit to Chichester 17 May 2011

Chichester Cathedral has excellent guides. Our party had two and they had been briefed that our interest was to see the modern works of art, for which the Cathedral is famous, in a mediaeval setting and the impact of one on the other. It formed part of the Society’s topical theme ‘Rye in the Modern World’. Rye should be known for modern buildings of architectural excellence.
Chichester Cathedral has excellent food and our party had the use of a separate room and very good service. We can recommend both the quality and the value.
A short walk and we were at Pallant House Gallery where a fine Queen Anne town house which dates from 1712 has been extended by building on an award-winning modern wing. Designed by Long & Kentish architects in association with the late Sir Colin St John Wilson, whose collection of modern art it houses, it opened to the public in 2006. The gallery has a constantly-changing programme of special exhibitions. We were fortunate to visit while the exhibition on Robin and Lucienne Day was on show. They were famous for introducing mass-produced modern furniture and fabrics to the popular market in the fifties and sixties - a nostalgic memory for many.

Boxgrove Priory Church, open daily during daylight hours, is three miles from Chichester on the way home. We were greeted by the Vicar and a Church Warden who were able to give an account of the recent works carried out to the fabric, including a new under-floor heating system resulting in a stunning modern Purbeck marble floor set out as a labyrinth.
Garden Party 12 June 2011
The English Garden Party is a game played between a group of English ladies and the English weather. The Captain of the ladies is the hostess who sets the tables and chairs, deciding on the number and placing. The Captain of the weather is the forecaster who decides how many players will not turn up and what the rest will wear.

This year it was a draw with the guests in macs and the weather just dull – until 5.00pm when the heavens opened. But the rain was disallowed as the party finished at 5.00pm and the game was over.

Thank you, Niki and Andy, for the use of your super garden and thank you Rae and your helpers for the tea – as popular as ever.

The Chairman of the Society took up the invitation, with his wife, to attend the Mayor of Rye’s Civic Service on 24 June. Speaking at the lunch afterwards, the Mayor spoke of the importance of keeping the beauty of Rye.
Future visits

We try to find places

· that are not necessarily open to the public

· that may be cheaper to visit as a group

· that have guides/owners who can explain more about the buildings - recent repair work etc

· which are cheaper to visit by coach than by individual cars

· where we have a contact

· within a reasonable distance from Rye

If you know of any or have any suggestions please contact:
John Griffiths

johngriffiths@freeuk.com
01797 223 594
19 Watchbell Street, Rye, TN31 7HB
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